
hat  is  2008 going to be l ike for  the c in-
emas?  l t  i s  s t i l l  t oo  ea r l y  t o  g i ve  an
answer because,  a l though the end of

the year is close, we already know that these last
few weeks, and in part icular the Christmas peri-
od ,  a re  o f  c ruc ia l  impor tance fo r  c inema-go ing .
O f t e n ,  c i n e m a  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  N o v e m b e r  a n d
December has proved cri t ical for determining the
year's results.

T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  E u r o p e a n  F i l m
Awards  nonethe less  encourages  us  to  hazard  a
few predict ions based on the results of the f irst
n ine  or  1  0  months  o f  the  year ,  and on  the  judge-
m e n t  o f  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e
European c inema communi ty .

After a 2007 characterised by a dip in audi-
ences  bu t  a  l so  by  the  pos i t i ve  a f f i rmat ion  o f
European f i lms, what can be expected of 2008?
Wil l  cinema-going have suffered from the conse-
quences  o f  the  negat ive  t rend in  the  economy
and on  the  f inanc ia l  marke ts  o r ,  as  has  a l ready
h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  w i l l  i t  m a n a g e  t o  s w i m
aga ins t  the  cur ren t ,  ca tch ing  ho ld  o f  the  des i re
to escape from the dif f icult ies of dai ly l i fe?

From the f ive main European markets - those
tha t  a re  'wor th '  a t  leas t  100 mi l l ion  spec ta to rs
each (even approaching the coveted 200 thresh-
o ld ) ,  var ious  d i f fe ren t  s igna ls  a re  emerg ing .  Wi th
regard  to  Spa in ,  the  wave o f  d rops  in  admiss ions ,
wh ich  began in  2005,  does  no t  seem to  be  com-
ing  to  an  end in  2008.  "A f te r  one o f  the  bes t

and Persepo/rs, the German Der Booder Meinhof
Komplex and the Belgian le sl/ence de Lorno,in a
strong position, even though it must be remem-
bered that in several cases these are co-oroduc-
tions with the US, l ike Cossondro's Dreoms and
Vi cky Cristi n o Bo rcel on o.

"Stable or  growing s l ight ly"  is  the forecast
fo r  t he  German  marke t  bv  De t l e f  Rossmann ,
president  of  the organisat ion represent ing the
arthouse sector in Germany, who emphasises the
great success of European tit les such as Plonet
Eorth (a German/UK co-product ion which drew
3.7 mi l l ion spectators in  Germany) and,  coming
from France, Asterix oux Jeux Olympiques, stand-
ing at 1.6 mill ion, followed by Bienvenue chez les
Ch'trs. The market share of domestic productions
- led by Keinohrhosen (4.7 mill ion tickets sold by
the end ofJune) is  very h igh,  too.

"Af ter  recording an except ional  number of
admiss ions in  the summer -  the h ighest  for  40
years - the UK is confident of repeating, if not
improving on, the excellent 2007 results, i.e. over
160 mi l l ion spectators,"  says Phi l ip  Clapp,  ch ief
executive officer of the CEA. whose calculations
are supported by attentive analysts of the Brit ish
market ,  who have taken into considerat ion not
only the trend of the first 10 months of the year,
but  a lso the potent ia l  o f  coming re leases over
the next few weeks. In 2008, the commitment of
the UK Fi lm Counci l  to  support  the c i rcu lat ion of
fore ign- language f i lms cont inues,  thanks a lso to

by Elisabetta
Brunel la ,
Secretary General
of  MEDIA Sal les

HOMEGROWN HITS

Bienvenue chez les Ch'tislfar
left) broke records in France,
while Kelnohrhosen (left) sold
4.7 mi l l ion t ickets in Germany.
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summer seasons of  the last  vears,  we est imate
that  overal l  admiss ions wi l l  be about  10 mi l l ion
less than in 2007. In fact, 2008 suffers from a
lack of  very successfu l  domest ic  product ions,
such as the horror movies E/ orfonoto and lRecl
two  b lockbus te rs  bo th  a t  home  and  ab road , "
says  Bo r j  a  d  e  Ben  i t o  Po  r t o ,  Hea  d  o f
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  M a r k e t i n g  a t  t h e
Federación de Cines de Espana.

Italy arrives at the threshold of the Christmas
pe r i od  w i th  a  s l i gh t  d i p :  t h i s  means  tha t  t he
resul ts  of  the two-month November-December
period wil l be decisive, in particular the Christmas
holidays, a traditional t ime for the release of the
annual  'made in l ta ly '  comedy which draws mass
audiences. "Tickets sold in the first 10 months of
2008 show a 5o/o decrease compared to the previ-
ous year. lf we consider that 2007 was an excep-
tional year, characterized by a ' l  1olo increase, we
can be sat is f ied wi th the expected resul ts  for
2008," notes Paolo Protti, President of ANEC. "The
real  chal lenge wi l l  be in  2009,  when we' l l  see how
cinema wi l l  react  to  the f inancia l  cr is is" .  In  the
meantime it can already be confirmed that, after
a 2007 market share amounting to 330/0, in 2008
I ta l ian product ions have not  only  won an impor-
tant  share of  the home market  (at  the end of
October one point more compared to the previ-
ous 12 months) ,  but  a lso in ternat ional  v is ib i l i tv ,
thanks to the success of  Gomorro ( t .Z mi l l ion
tickets sold at home) and ll divo (783,000 tickets).
I t a l i a n  s t a t i s t i c s  s e e  E u r o p e a n  p r o d u c t i o n s ,
including the French fi lms lo groine et le mulet

the  fas t  t rack  by  wh ich  d is t r ibu tors  can ob ta in
e c o n o m i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  d i g i t a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .
Consequent ly ,  the  t i t les  tha t  have appeared in
Br i t i sh  c inemas a lso  inc lude such spec ia l tv  f i lms
as Coromel, 4 luni 3 soptomini si 2 zile, Coos
colmo, Mio frotel lo è f igl io unico and Anche
libero vo bene.

A l l - r o u n d  o p t i m i s m  f o r  F r a n c e ,  t o o ,  w h i c h
c losed October  w i th  a lmost  153 mi l l ion  soec ta-
tors, or 3.60/o more than the same month in 2007.
Good news as well  in terms of domestic produc-
t ions ,  wh ich  have secured as  much as  47% of  the
marke t  up  to  now,  th ree  po in ts  more  than those
from the USA.

Amongst  the  t i t les  tha t  c ross  na t iona l  bor -
ders ,  apar t  f rom those a l ready  ment ioned,  a re
Bobvlon A.D., Token and the 2008 Palme d'0r-
winner Entre les murs, sold to 50 or so markets
and a l ready  re leased in  Be lg ium and l ta ly .

Lastly, amongst the most interesting expres-
s ions  o f  European f i lm-mak ing  capab le  o f  es tab-
l i sh ing  themse lves  on  the  in te rna t iona l  s tage,
a r e  t w o  p r o d u c t i o n s  c o m i n g  f r o m  s m a l l  b u t
dynamic  count r ies :  the  bo ld  Dan ish  produc t ion
Flommen ft  Citronen, deal ing with the German
occupation - bold in terms of both the resources
u s e d  a n d  t h e  t o p i c  i t  d e a l s  w i t h  -  a n d  t h e
Belgian FIy Me to the Moon, which has succeed-
ed in  i t s  task  o f  d is t ingu ish ing  i t se l f  on  the  inno-
va t ive  scenar io  o f  3D produc t ions  tha t  a re  can-
d i d a t e s  f o r  d i g i t a l  s c r e e n i n g .  I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,
Europe is  p rov id ing  us  w i th  qua l i t y  con ten t  and
forward- look ing  techno logy .
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