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Cinema: 
the art of 

light

Cinema is the 
art of light, 
and therefore 
movie 
theatres are 
huge users of 
electricity. 
 



Cinema: 
the art of 

light

Projector 
lamps, air 
conditioning, 
sound 
equipments 
and general 
lighting used 
by cinemas 
consume 
millions of 
kilowatts. 



Cinema: 
the art of light

160.000 movie theatres 
around the world counts 
for the biggest part of 
the whole bill of energy 
consumption in the film 
industry. 

36.000 of this movie 
theatres are in Europe

3.600 are Arthouse 
cinemas



Climate Summit 
Paris, december ‘15

As Climate Summit COP 21 
in Paris, December 2015 
pointed out:

“To limit the dangerous 
effects of CO2 emissions 
on climate change, 
electricity production has 
to shift to renewable 
sources and its 
consumption be reduced 
via adequate audits.”



A number of strong signal in 
favour of a planet-aware film 
sector:

Talents involvement & audience 
response to it:
• Leonardo Di Caprio’s 

declaration at the Oscars 2016

• Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 
statement at COP21

• DEMAIN  Best documentary at 
the Cesars 2016

• HOME worldwide success

A growing green 
awareness in the 

film industry







Arnold Schwarzenegger: 

"The media has a powerful role to play in 
the fight against climate change. 

Through films, television, and all media 
outlets, we must continue to deliver the 
message that solutions are out there and 
are happening now. 

We have to make it attractive for people 
to take action. 

I believe films in particular can really 
inspire and make people want to take 
action. 

It’s great to see some of my film-industry 
friends working with climate related 
organizations to push forward those 
messages." 



WHY SHOULD CINEMAS GET INVOLVED?



WHY SHOULD CINEMAS GET INVOLVED?

- The arthouse movement has always stood for progressive 
ideas,  apart from politics, but serving social ideals (by its line-
up, audience strategy & pricing, education and diversity 
values)

- Audience is becoming more concerned by general interest 
matters

- Engagement beyond sole entertainment

- Making cinemas more “cost-efficient sustainable” through 
being more planet-respectful

- Response and image-gain towards our audiences’ concerns.











Shift to renewable energy providers

Communication about already existing 
partnerships

Support cinema associations to find suppliers in 
their country and help them in the negotiation



https://rescoop.eu/



BELGIUM
Ecopower
REScoop.be
Ecopower cvba
EMES

http://rescoop.eu/renewable-energy-citizen-initiatives/leading

GERMANY
DGRV
BBEn

UNITED KINGDOM
The Co-operative Energy
Carbon Coop
Community Energy England
ALIenergy
Energy4All

ITALY
Energia Positiva
Avanzi
Elabora Confcooperative
Südtiroler Energieverband (SEV)
È Nostra

SPAIN
SOM Energia
Energetica Coop 

FRANCE
Enercoop

CROATIA
Green Energy 
Cooperative ZEZ

SOME RENEWABLE ENERGY PROVIDERS IN EUROPE



Create a forum on the 
website

Make a survey on what the 
cinemas would do, could do 
and what they need to do

Invite cinemas which already 
are green to launch a “Green 
Screens” movement

Ask other national 
associations (Australia, USA 
etc.) about what they are 
doing on this issue
 

Exchange of Green Screens best practices



Reduce the impact

Several other operation areas can contribute to a 
lesser climatic impact of cinemas, such as:

- Waste Separation for items such as paper, 
plastic, and residual waste
- Water management
- Sustainable concession offerings
- Organic pop corn 
- No plastic cups or plastic recycling system

In some countries, these measures can result in 
cost savings too. 

 
 



Green Film Industry: from 
green shooting to green 
exhibition

A survey on best practices to 
present good examples

Contribution of experts: 
construction, recycling,…

Themes to present: subvention 
demand, little gestures, 
construction of new structures, 
appeal to the public etc.
 

Green Handbook for cinemas



CICAE Workshop San Servolo, 
Venice Film Festival

Best practices in cinemas around 
Europe

Ask the trainees what they do for 
the environment and for their 
cinema to becomes greener

Propose this workshop to Film 
Festivals
 

Training module at CICAE Workshop

“Art Cinema = Action + Management”



Define criteria that a Green 
Screen should meet

Create a logo that the cinema 
can have as a sticker on its 
website and in the building 

Prepare a form that the 
cinemas fill out to get the label 

Create a list of the Green 
Screens cinemas on the 
website

Creation of a Green Screens Label



Promotion of the Green Screens concept

Communication towards the audience to encourage them to go 
to environment-friendly cinemas 

Communication towards institutions and potential sponsors

Green communication: recycled paper, green goodies (bags, 
garbage cans…)

Image partnerships: find partners with common goals and 
exchange visibility (Example: WWF shows trailer in cinemas 
and they promote green cinemas)



Inspiration

Website for green productions with best practices
www.ecoprod.com

Green festival
http://www.deauvillegreenawards.com/index.php/en/

Prize for green innovation in France 
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Les-prix-entreprises-et,47855.
html

Interesting article about green cinemas in the USA 
http://www.filmjournal.com/features/gathering-momentum-cinemas-explore-sustainability-measures

Green initiative of cinemark 
http://www.cinemark.com/environmental-sustainability

http://www.ecoprod.com/
http://www.deauvillegreenawards.com/index.php/en/
http://www.deauvillegreenawards.com/index.php/en/
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Les-prix-entreprises-et,47855.html
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Les-prix-entreprises-et,47855.html
http://www.filmjournal.com/features/gathering-momentum-cinemas-explore-sustainability-measures
http://www.cinemark.com/environmental-sustainability


Let’s stay in contact!!!

Pedro Barbadillo

pedro@cineciutat.org

www.                                                  
.org

mailto:pedro@cineciutat.org
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